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India. When the king came upon the scene he did
so more as a protector and servant of the people thaa
as an autocratic ruler.

The life of peace and prosperity led by the Indus
Valley people has been already referred to. It is not
yet known if they had developed any kind of political
organisation. But that they had a form of corporate
life is proved by the excavations which show the
high order of civic amenities enjoyed by them. The
earliest corporate institution of the Indians was the
samiti or assembly, mentioned in the Rig Veda, which
was constituted by representatives from a group of
villages under its jurisdiction. Its function was to
conduct every work of administration, social, political
and religious. This idea of samiti is the seed of all
the democratic institutions evolved in India in the
past. It did not grow into an unwieldy structure.
Its smallness was its sustaining virtue that kept up
its vitality throughout the ages in spite of the various
disrupting forces that swayed over India. The
village assemblies of today, the Panchayats as they
are called in popular parlance, have descended from
their prototypes in ancient India.

With the expansion of Aryan civilisation there
arose the idea of territory, janapada3 which gradually
developed into a territorial state, janapadarajya, and
then into a great territorial state, mahajanapadarajya,
with a king more secure in his position than ever
before. These states were most of them of a republi-
can character. But all the time the autonomous